
Norwegian Elkhound Notes   June 8th 2025. 

I hope everyone will excuse me if I start this week by wishing my husband a Happy Ruby 
wedding, a milestone I never expected to reach given that both my parents passed away long 
before this age. Some of you will remember the surprise party I arranged for them for their 40th. 
We’re not now party people so are just celebrating the immense changes we’ve seen in the   
past 40 years and the wonderful dogs we’ve had since we married; Sean, Sheba and Loki, Silky, 
Jori, Penny, Quali, Sky, Otta and of course my wonderful Poppy plus the friends we’ve made 
along the way. Thank you so much for the huge number of congratulations online. 

I have to start this week’s dog news with well wishes for Margaret Wadsworth whose dog 
Shadow had to have his spleen removed on Wednesday after a tumour was found. He was 
entered at Southern Counties in veteran with no suspicion that anything serious was wrong. 
He’s come through the surgery very well and they are now waiting for the test results. His sister 
was Pauline Clark’s Nonni . 

Excellent news came today from Theresa McKittrick who told me that Rein. Irish CH & 
International beauty Ch Graythor Loves The Elara at Cnocanoir not only won BOB but then won 
Group 5 yesterday in County Wexford, their first Championship show. She also told me that 
exhibitor numbers in Elkhounds are finally increasing over there since the initial diUiculty with 
importing dogs. 

Just one more show to report on this week, another without CCs is Three Couties, always a 
show I loved both for the location and the organisation. A show which always seemed to 
struggle with the weather. I remember Gill Bingham judging wearing gloves when it was bitterly 
cold, only briefly removing one to check the coat. Videos of the show showed a sky heavy with 
rain but I haven’t been told how it turned out. It was certainly cold and wet here although 
welcome as I finally have grass on the lawn instead of yellow straw. The judge, Mrs J Beckett-
Hughes, had a good entry on paper but with such a good classification, there was only one dog 
in each class apart from Puppy Bitch which had 2 and no entries at all in Open Bitch. 

Best of Breed and Best Dog was Jill Cowper’s Ch Graythor Augustus at Rothenborg and Best 
Bitch was Tanja Mortimer’s Laakso Julaften. For the second time recently both Reserve Bests of 
Sex went to puppies. In Dogs it was the Stephensons’ Kamgaard KyUin for Brawdor and in 
Bitches Res BB was Mr & Mrs Williams’ Laakso Kaunis at Akritiko who was also Best Puppy. 
Tanja Mortimer did well again with Ch Laakso Canute winning Best Veteran. 
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