Norwegian Elkhound Notes 26" July 2026

Allow me to start this week by sending sympathy and good wishes to all the people in Drammen
(around 21 miles west of Oslo) where, just a week ago, over 100 houses burned to the ground in a
hillside area of the town. Over 300 people were made homeless when the fire spread rapidly uphill
through the wooden terraced houses then into the forest. The largest domestic fire in modern
Norway. Thankfully no people were hurt but several pets fled into the forest. | hope they have now
returned safely. You can read about it on https://www.newsinenglish.no/2026/07/18/hundreds-
homeless-after-major-fire/ . This week Southern Norway had a very unusual heatwave with the
temperature up to 35c and 33c in Drammen but that was not the cause of the house fires.

This Saturday was Leeds Ch Show which produced some very delighted and excited exhibitors. The
main results were:

Judge: Ms Liz McKnight

BEST OF BREED : CALLOW, Ms N Whittimere Spexy Beast
Dog CC : CALLOW, Ms N Whittimere Spexy Beast

Res Dog CC : MAUN, Mrs T Ch Bowerhinton Bassanio

Bitch CC : TYSON, Mr Craig & TYSON, Mrs Louise & TYSON, Miss Bowerhinton Bright Flame At
Starceylon JW

Res Bitch CC : MORTIMER, Miss Tanja Laakso Reinstorm

Best Puppy : CALLOW, Ms N Whittimere Spexy Beast

Best Veteran : TRESS, Ms Katherine Helen & TRESS, Mrs Helen Treskha Just The One
Best Special Beginner : HUYNH, Mrs Sarah Laakso Moerketid.

Two of those main winners are puppies; the Res BCC and the DCC and BOB. | just happened to be
speaking to Nicola Callow on Messenger as the Hound Group was judged so | know how utterly
thrilled she was that Alan, Whittimere Spexy Beast had not only won the DCC and BOB but was also
2" in the Hound Puppy Group under Mr David Shields at not quite 6 months and 3 weeks. Well done
also to Tanja’s puppy bitch. Is she litter sister to the Special beginner winner?

Special congratulations must also go to newcomer Sarah Huyhn who not only won the Special
Beginner Class but also won the Hound Special Beginner’s Group judged by Mr Colin Ashmore.
There’s a lovely photo on Higham Press. It seems there wasn’t an overall competition for Best Special
Beginner in Show.

Then Karen and Alan Gold’s young bitch Ravenheim Blue Mystique Of Llassah came 2™ in the
Bannerdown Junior Stakes.

What a great show for Elkhounds.

| believe that as well as winning the BCC the Tysons were also 2" with a different breed in the Young
Kennel Club Stakes class.

At other shows, one result arrived just too late for last week’s notes. Wendy Threadgold let me know
that Laakso Katja JW was 1st in Post Grad at Oakengates. She was 1st in Yearling & was then awarded
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the RCC at The Hound Assoc Ch Show. At the Hound Assoc Open Show she was 1st in Open & BOB.
CH Norvin Joyeux Noel also made the cut in the AV Veteran Group at the Open Show. What a great
weekend.

Now a date for your diary—IF you already have next year’s diary. Yes, it’s a notification a whole year
in advance that the next elkhound Fun Day will be on Sunday 5th September 2027 at Naseby Village
Hall. The organisers are taking a break this year but it is planned for 2027.

Thankfully the heatwave has very much reduced this week and | have a happy dog who is now able
to leave her cool mats to take over the sofa once more. It’s been too hot to lie on the furniture. It’s
actually raining here as | write; not heavy, just drizzle but very welcome. The birds had already
started on the Rowan berries in their search for moisture. They don’t usually go for them until
October. The TV news is showing horrific fires near Bordeaux where over 40,000 people have been
evacuated and next week’s forecast is for another heatwave. | hope no fires break out where our
Club members live ie the Hicks and the Sharmans. Fires are as bad in Spain.

Diana Hudson (norderhove@gmail.com)



