Norwegian Elkhound Notes 17" May 2026

When shows come, they come thick and fast. This weekend there were 3. Two shows by SKC last
Thursday and the NEAS Open Show on Friday.

I'll start with the NEAS Open Show.

The Judge was Luke Johnston (Danluke).

His Best Dog and BIS were Maun’s Ch Bowerhinton Bassanio followed by Res Best Dog Gold’s Ch
Graythor at the Venetian with Llassah.

Best Bitch went to Hennessey’s Bowerhinton Bombette VW who was also Res BIS and Best Veteran.
Res Best Bitch was Mortimer’s Laakso Julaften.

There was no puppy dog entered but Best Puppy Bitch and Best Puppy in Show went to Tress’
Treskha Veuve Cliquot with Mortimer’s Laakso Lumi taking Reserve Best Puppy.

Baby Puppy was Tanja Mortimer’s new puppy, born in January, Laakso Reinstorm whose sire has a
veritable string of titles. He is INT/DK/N/SE/FIN/NORD CH Bergssplassen’s Storm OSLVV-25 NVV-25
NORD JCH NORD VCH and the mother is Ch Laakso Dana.

At the SKC All Breed Show the previous day when CCs were on offer, the judge was Mr T Ball.

DCC and BOB was Kamgaard Kyffin for Brawdor (Mr M & Mrs L Stephenson); his second CCin a

week having won the CC at Birmingham.

Reserve Dog Challenge Certificate was Ch Graythor at The Venetian with Llassah (Mr Aw & Mrs Kp
Gold)

Bitch Challenge Certificate went to Ch Bowerhinton Bright Flame at Starceylon JW (Mr C & Mrs L &
Miss A Tyson)

And Reserve Bitch Challenge Certificate went to Laakso Julaften (Miss T Mortimer)

Best Puppy was Treskha Veuve Clicquot (Ms K H & Mrs H Tress); Best Veteran Bowerhinton Bombette
VW (Ms M C Hennessey) and Best Special Beginner, Laakso Joulu (Mr G Mcpeake).

There were far fewer entries for the second Show, a General Ch Show with no CCs for Elkhounds. Not
too surprising when the first show judging started at 8.30am making a very long day for those who
entered both. At least Bath should start a bit later as the judge has 39 Wirehaired Dachshunds before
she does the 32 Elkhounds,

At the General SKC Show, there were slightly different results from the judge Mr S Jones.

Best Bitch went to Ch Bowerhinton Bright Flame at Starceylon JW who this time was BOB (Mr C &
Mrs L & Miss A Tyson).

Best Dog was Ch Bowerhinton Bassanio (Mrs T Maun)

Reserve Best Dog was Kamgaard Kyffin for Brawdor (Mr M & Mrs L Stephenson)

Reserve Best Bitch was Bowerhinton Ball of Fire (Mrs T Maun)

Best Puppy was again Treskha Veuve Clicquot (Ms K H & Mrs H Tress)

And Best Veteran was again, Bowerhinton Bombette VW (Ms M C Hennessey).

Well done all. | hope everyone had a safe journey home.

Now something a bit different.
Telegony.
What? | bet that got your attention. | bet you never heard that term before. Nor had I.

Last week when reading an Article about breeding Elkhounds written in 1926, | came across the word
Telegony. Reading on | found that it was a belief put forward even by Darwen (later disproved) that
whatever dog mated a bitch first, would affect all later litters. In other words, if a bitch was mated by



a mongrel, she would always produce mongrels in future litters. Obviously, that sounds stupid to us
now but it amazed me that people could still believe that much less than 100 years ago.

because | remembered what happened to us.

In the 80s, Mum saw an advert in the Lancashire Telegraph for an Elkhound bitch needing a home.
She rang up about it and got her name, Torden Thuse. She was one of the last litter Joy Harburn ever
bred. Mum phoned Joy to see what she wanted to us to do and mum decided we would have her but
when she rang the owner next morning the bitch had already gone.

Several weeks later we got a frantic phone call from a woman in Skipton (She got our number from
the KC) saying she'd got an Elkhound from a newspaper advert and she'd scared them all because
just that night she had produced a totally unexpected litter of pups and PLEASE could we help. She
hadn’t even known the dog was pregnant and had no idea what to do. No wonder the previous
owner had rehomed her so quickly. She had produced the strangest looking mixed litter I'd ever
seen. One got called Sputnik because of the spikey hair round its neck.

We helped her rear them and find homes and visited often. A year later the lady said she'd love to
know what a proper Elkhound pup looked like and had thought of breeding her bitch again BUT she
was utterly convinced that because she'd had this mongrel litter, any pups in the future would also
be mongrels regardless of the sire. She would never be able to have pure bred pups. It was amazing
that such a strange belief was still so common in the 1980s and it took a long time before she would
believe us. | don’t think she truly believed us until after the pups were born. Long story short, after
mum talked to Joy Harburn, the lady bred her to Ch Llychlyn Callan and after his new owner passed
away, one of the resulting pups became Brian Middleton’s Ch Svenson Thor. We're still in touch with
that lady.

The 2024 Journals have now been sent out. If you haven’t received yours in about another week or
two, please contact Linda Middleton.

A last minute addition from Wendy Threadgold saying “A first for Laakso Katja in AVNSC at Wickford,
Basildon & District Open Show & a first in AV hound. She then went on to Res BOB, only beaten by

the BIS winner % Ch Norvin Joyeux Noel was 3rd in a huge AV Hound Veteran Class. So hopefully
starting on our journey for a VW”

Diana Hudson (norderhove@gmail.com)



