Norwegian Elkhound Notes 10" May 2026

Allow me to start with a message from Margaret Deuchar who has asked me to add it here.
She said:

“‘Debbie and | would like to thank members of the Elkhound Club for their messages of
condolences and cards, on the passing of David on the evening of April 27th. They were very
much appreciated.”

Birmingham National was last Friday with Mr Martin Sanders judging and goodness, what a
day it was for Kamgaard who almost swept the board. First up were the Stephensons with
Kamgaard Kyffin at Brawdor who took DCC from the PGD Class; his first | believe. He was
followed by his litter sister, Maggie and Sally’s Kamgaard Kariad who took Res BCC from the
LB Class. Then BCC and BOB were awarded to Maggie and Sally’s UK Am Ch Kamgaard
Klementina. Res DCC went to Treena Maun’s Ch Bowerhinton Bassanio.

Best Puppy was Katherine and Helen Tress with new baby, Treskha Veuve Clicquot and Will
Croxford took Best Veteran with Whittimere No Matter What who also made the cut in the
veteran group.

More good news this week. The new printer has been superb, and the 2024 Journals are
now with Linda for distribution. He sent his final print proof to me a week ago last Friday and
despite being closed over the Bank Holiday, they arrived at Linda’s last Wednesday. He even
reduced the cost slightly when he found there weren’t as many colour photos as expected.
Definitely a printer to consider in the future. The final cost was far less than any in the last
10 years for exactly the same specifications.

A reminder again that the deadline for adverts in the 2025 edition is June 22", Details
should be on the NECGB website.

Last week | talked about the safety of crates and harnesses in cars but how do you teach a
dog to use a crate in the first place. Those who show, all use crates and their dogs are
extremely happy in them, but many people seem to think it’s cruel to fasten a dog into a
crate and often say theirs has refused to use one. That’s very likely because they haven’t
been introduced to them properly. In my present house | don’t really have the space to keep
a crate erected permanently but if | do get it out my girl dives into it instantly. She absolutely
loves her den (as long as she can still see the TV LOL).

Up to the 1980s we had never used crates. They weren’t common and tended to be huge
heavy metal structures. However, we planned on taking a self-catering holiday just after we
got a puppy so we borrowed one for the puppy. We got it badly wrong. Puppy adored the
crate and was an absolutely dream. It was the adult dog who should have been in it as she
had a false pregnancy and scratched up and destroyed the living room carpet to make a bed.
We had to buy a new carpet. Since then, ALL my dogs have been introduced to crates as
early as possible and all have loved them as their own little den and safe place to go when
life gets too noisy for them like the vacuum cleaner or visiting children, workmen and such.
At least | know no workman is going to let my dog out of the door.



Puppies are easy but it can be difficult to introduce an adult or a rescue dog to a crate. So
how do you start? The same way you would with a puppy and very carefully. First make sure
the crate is big enough for them to stand up, stretch out fully and ideally have part for
sleeping space and part for toys, water and food.

1. When introducing a crate, keep it in a common area like the lounge. This way, your dog
won’t associate it with isolation. Allow the dog to approach the crate without forcing them
to go inside. Keep the crate door open and make sure it won’t shut on them abruptly.

If your dog is reluctant to explore, encourage them to go into the crate with toys and treats,
and praise them after going inside. Do NOT close the door. To turn the crate into a positive
den-like space for your dog, fill it with toys, blankets, a dog bed, food, and water. If your dog
needs extra privacy, you could also cover the crate with a blanket. Once they’re comfortable
going inside, start feeding your dog near their crate. As their comfort with the crate
continues to grow, move closer and closer until they are eating meals inside.

2. Slowly begin shutting the door while your dog is eating and opening it back up when they
finish. After each meal, leave the door shut for a few more minutes until they’re happy
staying put after meals. You may need to start by keeping the door ajar to avoid making your
dog anxious.

3. When your dog is used to regularly eating in the crate, you can begin keeping them inside
it for short periods after meals. Start by staying in the room with them for a few minutes
after you’ve closed the door. Repeat this several times each day and gradually increase the
time your dog is left alone until they can comfortably stay inside their crate for extended
periods. Remember not to leave dogs alone in their crates for more than four hours unless
they’re sleeping in it overnight. Elkhounds are incredibly fastidious dogs and will never soil
their crate unless they are desperate. Make sure a puppy has been out to potty before going
into the crate for a nap. Puppies need to potty right after a meal and the minute they wake
up after a nap. NEVER put them into the crate as a punishment.

4. It can help at night to put the crate in your bedroom so the dog can hear you sleeping. If
your dog whines, try not to respond until they stop, to avoid encouraging this behaviour.
Reward them for calming down instead. Listen for excessive whining, which may indicate
that you’ve rushed the process. Rescue dogs may have experienced abandonment or abuse
early in life. This can make them extremely sensitive to isolation and confinement. In these
cases, take special care to introduce their crate slowly.
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