Norwegian Elkhound Notes 3 May 2026.

I’'m afraid | have sad news to start this week. David Deuchar, husband of Margaret and father of
Debbie sadly passed away last Monday. Margaret is an NECGB Committee Member and organised
the prestigious Contest of Champions for many years until she had to stop this year because of
David’s illness.

She wrote “Some of you already know that very sadly David passed away on Monday evening 27th
April, just a few weeks short of our 62nd Wedding Anniversary. He had fought a number of health
issues over the last few years but two strokes this year meant in spite of the hospital's best efforts
this was a battle he could not win. He is now at peace and out of pain.

The funeral will be on the 19th May at 3.15pm at Breakspear Crematorium West Chapel, Breakspear
Road, Ruislip HA4 7S)J. Details of the wake will follow once confirmed.

We request no flowers but for those who wish to make a charitable donation we would ask for
donations to the Stroke Association”.

Our sincere, deepest sympathy to Margaret. Debbie and family on your loss.

As there are only two brief show results this week, | will take the opportunity to cover something I'm
often asked about and that’s the safety of dogs in cars. The law now requires all dogs to be secured
when travelling in a car and drivers who don’t comply can be fined. In an accident, an unsecured dog
could become a 50lb projectile thrown through a window or into a passenger or could escape
through a boot door opening. The big question is how to secure your dogs.

Some years ago now, Jill Cowper had a horrible accident with her car and caravan. Fortunately, her
dogs were uninjured because they were secured in made to measure crates which had access from
both the front and the side. This was needed in order to get them out when the car door wouldn’t
open. However, not everyone can afford purpose made crates or has a car big enough to fit them.
Alternatives are to secure them to floor rings with bench chains; to use a dog guard behind the seats
or to use a seat belt harness. Floor rings prevent dogs from jumping out but they can still be thrown
about badly in an accident; dog guards prevent them from becoming a missile that can get thrown
through the car windscreen but they don’t stop them from being thrown out if the boot door opens
or you get tail ended. After someone almost ran into the back of me on the motorway, | will no
longer put a dog in the car boot. She travels either on the back seat or secured with the back seat
down, right behind the driver but never at the back of a car. You also need to think how to get them
out if your electrics fail and the doors and windows won’t open.

A proper seat belt harness fastened in the centre of the back seat is the safest position for your dog.
The boot, even if you have fitted crates is a crumple zone and if you are tail-ended the dog can be
thrown sideways or the crate pushed into the seat in front or even crushed. It’s vitally important that
whatever you use, harness or crate, has been properly crash tested. NEVER use a normal walking
harness or a crate that you would use at home.

Although manufacturers may claim to have crash tested them, there was no organisation which does
an independent, standardised crash test on all of them. Some years ago, the Center for Pet Safety, an
American independent non-profit organisation tested numerous harnesses and reported the results
and named names. The results were shocking. The 2011 Pilot Study indicated the likelihood of poor
performance of these harness products. After Subaru expressed concern about pet safety, a follow
up study was done in 2013. Out of 20 harnesses tested, 5 suffered a catastrophic failure at the first
stage and either released the dog or allowed it to become a projectile. Only one harness passed all



the tests and another one subsequently passed following a minor adaptation. Obviously, these were
all American brands but the one that passed is available in this country.

In 2015 the CPS also carried out tests on crates and pet carriers. The results for all of these tests and
videos showing what happened to the crates can still be seen on www.centerforpetsafety.org/test-
results/. They are possibly even more shocking than the harness results.

If you choose a harness, please find out what testing has been done; make sure the harness can’t
come undone, that it is designed as a seat belt harness, NOT a walking harness and that it restrains
the dog safely on the seat. The chest strap needs to be broad enough and secure enough that it
doesn’t damage the dog’s chest in an accident. When | wanted one, | bought three different makes
Two allowed the dog to wander about on the seat and got tangled up around her legs. Only one fit
securely, didn’t hurt her and kept her more or less in one place. The one | have used is from the RAC
who do their own testing but that’s not to say it’s the best. My car can’t fit a crate and | need the
boot for my scooter so | have no personal experience. Please do your homework, read the test
results and choose carefully. Don’t just buy a cheap wire crate and put it in the boot or use an
ordinary walking harness. They are not designed to survive a car crash. A fabric crate obviously offers
no protection at all apart from keeping them inside the fabric. The damaged framework could even
impale the dog.

The one show result this weekend was a message from Karen Gold saying “Early start up to Errol
Airfield for Perthshire Canine Club Open Show. It was an outdoor show so tent & dryrobe coat at the
ready but it turned out sunny & hot. Kara was 1st in AV NSC Hound Graduate & Marco was 1st AV
NSC Hound Open under judge. Tracy Boyles (Bleyos). They then challenged for Best NSC with Marco
winning. Then in a super strong Group of 18, Marco went on to win Group 4.

We headed home just as the skies started to darken!”

Well done Marco, a great result.

News also from Wendy Threadgold who was also busy at Open Shows. She said “Laakso Katja was
BOB & Ch Norvin Joyeux Noel Best Veteran at Hound Club of East Anglia. Then Laakso Katja was BOB
& Ch Norvin Joyeux Noel was Res BOB at Gravesend & Medway Open Show. Don’t you just love those
veteran wins?

Good news at last, the belated Journal is with the printer and | have read his proof copy and
accepted it so it should be with the Secretary sometime next week who then has the time-
consuming job of addressing and posting them all out. I’'m told there’s a post on Facebook saying
Adverts for the 2025 Journal need to be in by June 22" but | can’t find it.

Diana Hudson (norderhove@gmail.com) Please note, if you don’t send me your results | can’t post

them.
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